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BOOMBOOM BOOM BOOMBUST BUST BUSTBUST

Roaring Twenties: The number 
of taxpayers earning between 
$10,000 to $100,000 increases 
84%.

Gas powered cars become 20 
years old.

We had growth of innovative 
new industries (cars, truck driv-
ing,  tractors, and oil based fuels) 
combined with old, declining 
industries, thus a roaring 
economy.

Progressive Era: Laissez-faire, 
no government interference in 
the economy.

The Great Depression: 40% of banks fail and stock 
market loses 90% of its value. 

G.I. Generation puts Franklin D. Roosevelt elected by 
the G.I. Generation.

Old economy based on old industries reach a point of 
no return. The realization that the G.I. Generation is in 
power and that the new industries are the future of the 
U.S. economy or soon will be. 

1930 to 1940 is the last 10 years before the G.I. Gen-
eration overtakes the marketshare of jobs from the Lost 
Generation.

The new economy, businesses and industries, are not 
mature enough for large organizations or investors to 
invest in, but by 1940 they have matured.

Postwar Growth: Auto industry, housing and birth rates 
rise/grow.

Dotcom: IT information technol-
ogy spend rises, start-ups emerge, 
IPO’s sky  rocket.

Dotcom Bubble: 
start-up bubble 
bursts, tech-heavy 
NASDAQ exchange 
lose $5 trillion ( no 
bailout? )

9 / 11: attacks on 
world trade center. 

GDP falls by 4.9% in 
inflation-adjusted 
dollars.

Business bankruptcies 
rise by 50% from 1981 
to 1982.

Railroad Worker
6.5%

Railroad
4.0%

Railroad
2.2%Railroad

2.5%

Coal Miner
.978 %

Coal Miner
2.4%

Truck Driver
2.5%

U.S. LABOR FORCE %
Type & Percentage (%) of the U.S. 
Labor Force working in an industry.

Type of work
% 

PEAK

Wired  Telephones : 
Declining Local Exchange 
Carrier Interstate 
Switched Access Minutes

Some farmers take farm laborer 
positions for income work.

Predictions moving forward.

U.S. Big 3 Automakers: 
GM, Ford, and Chrysler 
your parents and grand-
parents car company.  
Americans buy Ameri-
can cars?  Americas 
youth have no loyalty to 
the big 3.

International Automakers: 
More youthful target cars, 
which models weren’t 
around when your parents 
and grandparents were 
young.
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# of Blogs 
is at least
200+ Million 

U.S. broadband
penetration
90% 

U.S. Mobile Phone
Penetration
84%

U.S. Big 3 Automakers
75% marketshare

U.S. Big 3 Automakers
45% marketshare
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THE DEPRESSION OF 2009? 2010, or 2011?
Are we in a depression, or a recession? Looking at our history-- most importantly, the Great Depression 
there are similarities between 1930 and 2008. During both time frames, certain industries declined well 
before the depression or recession started, and actcually caused the economic decline.  We are unable to 
show all industries that have declined, but we have listed the most important.
 
**The numbers and percentages are not to scale.


